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Commentary
The New Haven School: A Brief Introduction
W. Michael Reisman,t Siegfried Wiessnertt & Andrew R. Willardttt
With due respect to the Agoras and Peripatetics, a "school of thought"
imports more than a venue. It means a community of scholars who identify as
such, share common ideas about social process, a common sense of mission
about that social process, and a common methodology. At the recently
concluded Fifth Annual Young Scholars Conference of The Yale Journal of
International Law, I it became clear that some of the presenters and others in
attendance were open to the idea that their work might benefit from greater
familiarity with-and even study of-what has come to be known as the New
Haven School.
The New Haven School was developed by Professors Myres S.
McDougal and Harold D. Lasswel1.2 McDougal had been trained in classics
and later at Oxford in legal history. Lasswell, at the time that he met
McDougal, was already recognized as one of the most creative political and
social scientists of the twentieth century.3 The jurisprudential school that they
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2. The locus classicus of the New Haven School is Lasswell and McDougal's two-volume
treatise, HAROLD D. LASSWELL & MYRES S. McDOUGAL, JURISPRUDENCE FOR A FREE SOCIETY: STUDIES
IN LAW, SCIENCE AND POLICY (1992) [hereinafter LASSWELL & McDOUGAL, JURISPRUDENCE FOR AFREE
SOCIETY]. For earlier statements, see HAROLD D. LASSWELL, WORLD POLITICS AND PERSONAL
INSECURITY (1935); Harold D. Lasswell & Myres S. McDougal, Legal Education and Public Policy:
Professional Training in the Public Interest, 52 YALE L.J. 203 (1943); HAROLD D. LASSWELL &
ABRAHAM KAPLAN, POWER AND SOCIETY: A FRAMEWORK FOR POLITICAL INQUIRY (1950); Myres S.
McDougal, International Law, Power and Policy: A Contemporary Conception, 82 RECUEIL DES COURS
137 (1953); Myres S. McDougal, Harold D. Lasswell & W. Michael Reisman, Theories About
International Law: Prologue to a Configurative Jurisprudence, 8 VA. J. INT'L L. 188 (1968); and Myres
S. McDougal, W. Michael Reisman & Andrew R. Willard, The World Community: A Planetary Social
Process, 21 V.C. DAVIS L. REv. 807 (1988) [hereinafter McDougal, Reisman, and Willard, The World
Community: A Planetary Social Process]. Other examples of the approach include W. Michael
Reisman, Theory About Law: The New Haven School of Jurisprudence, in 1989/90
WISSENSCHAFTSKOLLEG JAHRBUCH 228 (F.R.G.); and Siegfried Wiessner & Andrew R. Willard, Policy-
Oriented Jurisprudence, 44 GERMAN Y.s. INT'L L. 96 (2001). Interchangeably, the main protagonists
have also used the terms "policy-oriented jurisprudence" or "law, science and policy" to designate the
School.
3. In 1960, the American Council of Learned Societies awarded Lasswell a $10,000 prize,
whose citation read: "Harold Dwight Lasswell, master of all the social sciences and pioneer in each;
rambunctiously devoted to breaking down the man-made barriers between the social studies, an so
acquainting each with the rest; filler-in of the interdisciplinary spaces between political science,
psychology, philosophy, and sociology; prophetic in foreseeing the Garrison State and courageously
intelligent in trying to curb its powers; sojourner in Vienna and selective transmitter of the Freudian
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  576 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  577 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  578 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  579 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  580 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  581 2007
HeinOnline -- 32 Yale J. Int’l L.  582 2007
